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1.0 Overview

The  current  convergence  of  masses  of  Southern  humid  air  and  low  pressure  covering  parts  of 

Zimbabwe continues to be witnessed in the Midlands region. Mberengwa West has been hard hit by 

ephemeral floods. These were characterized with high speed winds and some hailstorm. The victims of 

these floods include people, houses and fields. These floods have claimed lives and left households 

prone  to  challenges  ranging  from  shelter,  food  shortages,  reduced  or  lack  of  livelihoods, 

overcrowding, diseases,  and unequal access  to health  and educational  facilities.  Houses,  household 

assets  and  utensils  have  been  destroyed  leaving  people  susceptible  to  diseases,  compromised 

livelihoods. Thus, emergence and livelihoods interventions are important to alleviate the plight.

2.0 Rapid Assessment Mberengwa West

On 4 April 2013, the Midlands Provincial Civil Protection unit tasked Christian Care to lead a team that 

would make rapid assessment on the Mberengwa West floods disaster.  The team travelled on the 5th of 

April  to Chief Mudavanhu. A participatory rapid assessments of the five wards affected was done. 

Direct observation,  interviews, focus group discussion and attending funerals were used during the 

assessment period. 

This area, in Mberengwa district, is 70km from Zvishavane town and about 30km from Mberengwa 

DA’s Offices. The team noticed that the epicenter of the storm was ward 13, but spread its disaster 

tentacles to ward 34, Bangwe, Muzvondiwa and Mapiravana.  
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The storm started at  around 2300hrs on the 3rd of April  2013. The high speed and windy fleeting 

hailstorm lasted for almost thirty minutes. Houses crumpled and trees were uprooted as violent winds 

pounded  the  area.  It  left  120  households  homeless  (95  literally,  25  sparingly),  injured  many  and 

hospitalized 6 people and; immediately claimed the life of 2 children. One of the causalities, a six year 

child, was literally swept away by the winds and only recovered dead as the family tried to escape from 

the collapsing house. People, food storages, household assets, utensils, blankets etc were trapped in the 

debris as building collapsed while people were asleep. Livestock escaped the destruction, but crops 

were not spared. A total of 600 people, adults and children were affected and continue to endure the 

adverse weather as the rains continue. The following tables show assessment results. 

3.0 Results of the Assessments
Table 1 result of the Assessments

Item Comment
Shelter  Majority of affected households lived in permanent structure (made of pole, 

dagga, bricks and cement) 
Houses and granaries destroyed.
 

Food No food both for immediate use and the future until next season as crops were 
swept away by the floods and hailstorm.
Some households have their food storage facilities destroyed

Possessions Lost some of their possessions like hoes and other farming implements. 
Lost  kitchen  utensils,  blankets,  buckets,  radios,  beds  and  other   possessions 
because:
Were destroyed by the floods.
Had to sell their goods for other households needs (e.g. food)
Exchanged them for other requirements

Documentation Most of the households lost documents of national identity like birth certificates 
for children and national identity cards. 

Livelihoods Rely on casual labor and petty trading
Engage in negative coping strategies such as .

Protection The affected households do not feel safe living in this community because they 
do not have any coping mechanism as the rains continue. 

Water  and 
Sanitation

Few have access to safe water and sanitation facilities. Most households rely on 
bush system. 
Most households rely on unprotected sources such as rivers and open wells for 
household water supplies.
Floods have contaminated these sources

   External
  Assistance

Provincial Civil Protection Unit has sourced and delivered: 
• 30 household tents
• 1MT maize and wheat
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3.1 Emergency humanitarian assistance required.
The  following  emergency  humanitarian  assistance  of  food  and  non  food  items  for  120  affected 
households is required. 
Table 2 Showing the Food Basket required per household per month 

Commodity Ration per household
Cereals 50kg
Pulses 5kg
Vegetable oil 4l

Non food items required per household
 Blankets
 Kitchen utensils
 Sanitary ware
 Clothes
 Farming implements

4.0 Recommendations

 There is need for Food Aid since some of them are struggling to get food and this has been 

worsened by the flick storm that contaminated their food and destroyed food storage facilities.

 There is need to urgently provide NFIs e.g. blankets, cloths, pots and plates

 Facilitating access to documents of national identity especially to school children

 Provide more tents for temporary shelter and assist in more durable shelter later 

 Provide water and sanitation facilities for communities in the short and long terms 

 Provision of livelihood options to the family.

5.0 Conclusion
There is agent need to provide the affected households with both food and non-food items as soon as 

possible. More so livelihood activities need to be introduced to reduce negative coping strategies such 

as child labor. The affected people stay on their own land and it is fundamental to assist design shelter 

durable solutions.
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